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Summary of changes:

. Minimum English language requirement for student visa program without an ELICOS
packaged offer has increased to IELTS score of 6.0 (or equivalent)

. Applicants with IELTS score below 5.0 (or equivalent) cannot be issued with EAP
packaged offers

o Applicants with IELTS score of 5.0 (or equivalent) will be required to have a minimum of
20 weeks EAP packaged offers

. Applicants with IELTS 5.5 (or equivalent) will be required to have a minimum of 10

weeks EAP packaged offers unless they are applying for Foundation studies or eligible pathway
program (refer to: https://www.legislation.gov.au/F2024L00366/latest/text )

The tables below shows the English language test providers. It includes information on English
Language Intensive Courses for Overseas Students (ELICOS). It also states the minimum overall
band scores students must achieve to meet the Student visa English language requirement.

Minimum test score if principal course is Minimum test score if
accompanied with either at least 10 weeks of principal course is
English language test ~ Minimum test ~ ELICOS or a Foundation (Standard/Extended) accompanied by at least
providers score program or an eligible Pathway program* 20 weeks of ELICOS
International English 6.0 5.5 5.0
Language Testing
System (IELTS)
TOEFLiBT 64 46 35
Cambridge English: 169 162 154
Advanced (Certificate
in Advanced English)
Pearson Test of 50 42 36
English Academic
(PTE Academic)
Occupational English B for each B for each test component B for each test
Test test component

component

*For a list of eligible Pathway programs, see Migration (English Language Tests and Evidence
Exemptions for Subclass 500 (Student) Visa) Instrument (LIN 24/022) 2024..
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With effective from Monday 24 June, we will make some changes to our process in order to reflect the
new English language requirements for student visa programs including:

o Applicants with IELTS score of 5.0 (or equivalent) will be required to have a minimum of
20 weeks EAP packaged offers including Foundation studies and VE programs (excluding C5417
Diploma of Nursing with IELTS 7.0 requirement), note that students may be required more than
20 weeks depending on their lowest band score.
o Applicants with IELTS score below 5.0 (or equivalent) - No EAP packaged offer will be
issued, students will continue to be able to receive conditional offers for their academic
programs if meeting academic, additional and SSVF requirements, but they will be required to
resit for the approved English test and achieve IELTS score of 5.0 (or above) in order to apply for
EAP packaged offer, alternatively they can apply for a standalone EAP program.
o Applicants with IELTS 5.5 (or equivalent) applying for VE programs (except eligible
pathway programs including Diploma of Business, Diploma of Graphic Design and Diploma of
Screen and Media (Content Creation)):
o May need to re-sit an approved English test to achieve IELTS score of 6.0 and
meet the minimum English language requirement for student visa program without EAP
packaged offers; or
o Request for 10 weeks EAP packaged offer
e Nochange to REW placement test and sponsored students blanket rule at this stage

For further information on minimum English language requirement and evidence exemptions for the
student visa program, please refer to https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/visas/getting-a-visa/visa-
listing/student-500#HowTo.
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